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_ not get ready for the occasion, which to 
them was so important, never having at- 
tended aur thing of the kind before. The 
_impatiently expected evening at last ar- 
_ rived, and in high spirits our party set off. 
Alice and Maria were delighted with eve-| 
ry thing and every body, and only regret- 
ed that the time was passing so rapidly. 


iant wit of a young bandit to whom she 
had been introduced by mistake, as Miss 
Alton, by the gentleman whom they were 


but one daughter, but not remembering the 

name of the young lady who was visiting 

there, he had called her}? 

posing that she would cor 

‘ | Alice was so absent. 

that she had not notice 

of the gentlemanly bandit 

introduced. She was wordering where she 

had before heard that ys%se. which sounded, 

| so familiar to her ear, Slie had just de-’ 

cided that this could. be none other than 

her acquaintance of the wood, when the 

gentleman requested her to dance with him, 

and all else was forgotten in that delightful 
amusement. 

After the dance, Alice felt exceedingly 

fatigued, much more so than she was ever | 


s 


conscious of feeling before, and so ill that’ 
she was obliged, very much against her in-! 
clination, to return to Mr. Alton’s. Maria 
insisted upon returning with her, as she} 
said she should not enjoy herself if she 
_ knew that her friend was suffering. 
The carriage was immediately ordered,} 
and they hastened home with all- possible 
speed, as Alice grew rapidly worse. 


The bandit, after their departure, had 
left the gay scene, feeling no inclination to 
remain, as the bright particular star, the 
fair Alice, whom he had at once recognized 
as the maid of the wood, had- vanished. | 
Probably our readers are well aware, ere’ 

this, that the sportsman of the wood, the. 
bandit of the masquerade, and our young, 
friend Albert Mertrow, are one and the 
same person. If they have not discovered | 
| our hero in his disguise, we will assure ier | 
of the fact, and also that he is deeply in | 
love with the visitor and friend of Maria) 
Alton. 

After returning from the ball, he had an-| 
alyzed his feelings, and was well satisfied 
that he could never love any other than the| 
flower girl of the masquerade. At first he 
resolved to write to Mr. Seymour, and as: 
sure him that he could not wed his daugh- 
ter, and to resign, with her hand, all the} 
broad acres and money which, if they were 
united, would be his. He then thought of 
his parent, of his kindness, and of this his 
darling wish, and decided, as his college} 
course was nearly finished, to set out and 
travel the world over, if that were posst# 


forget,.in. the changing scenes of earth,.the 
-~unfortunate attachment which he had form- 
ed for one who probably cared nothing for | 
him, as she knew not his name even. 
With him to resolve was to do, and in a 
few weeks he had started for Italy, that 
land of the painter and seulptor, fancying 
that beneath its sunny skies, and varied 
scenes, he should think less of the fair Al- 
ice. And did he succeed? No, oh! no.) 
Absence seemed only to strengthen, his| 
love. And after years spent in reviewing) 
the beautiful, the grand, the curious both in} 
. nature and art, he still felt that his affec-! 
" -tion for the lovely unknown was far strong-| 
‘er even than it was when he left his home.} 
He came to the conclusion at length that 
his father, who had himself married from 
true affection, would, if living, approve of 
the course which he had decided to take, 
_which was to write to Mr. Seymour, and 
decline the honor of an alliance with his 
daughter, and at the same time resign al 
“) claims to the property, which now belonged 
|. to._Miss Seymour, with the exception of the 


Alice was much pleased with the’ bril- | 


‘night of the ball, but he feared to call at 


_bark which, previous to the storm. had ap- 


»He thought of his home,—of its loved 
ose#) scenes, of its security and tranquillity, art 
ble, before he was twenty-one ; hoping*to . regretted that he had ever left it to tempt 


"19 fO Cle | 
The letter was written and sent, and Al 
bert felt as if a load had been removed 
from his heart. He commenced at one 


to link her fate willingly with his. Th 
earlier part of the voyage home was de 
lightful, and although he felt impatient fo 
it to terminate, yet he enjoyed it. Th 
voyagers were becalmed many days, and 


Sh : . | * . | 
visiting. Ile was aware that his friend had | during those times when not a breath ruf-. 


fled the ocean, Albért would watch the sea- 
gulls which hovered over the crested waves.| 
He was charmed with their graceful mo- 
tions as they would dart down, and for a 
moment were lost to view in the blue be- 
neath, and then soar upwards until they 
-were lost. in the blue above. Sometimes 
he was perfectly miserable in thinking of 
what might have happened during his ab- 
sence, and then he bitterlyréproached him- 
self for not having called at Mr. Alton’s, 
,and made 


| before his departure from L 
known his hopes and fears to the maiden of 
the wood, of whom he knew nothing only 


that her name, was Alice, and that she was 


a friend and visitor at Miss Alton’s. He 
was aware that Alice was indisposed on the 


Mr. Alton’s, lest he should from frequently 

seeing the object of his love, betray his 
feelings, and thus depart from the known' 
wishes of his honored parent. If he had! 
done thus, much sorrow would have been 
averted from the cherished one, and he 
would have been saved from years of re- 
gret, for he had. ever blamed himself for 
his hasty resolution of leaving his native 
land without at least calling upon the ex- 
cellent Mr. Seymour, his father’s true and 
devoted friend... His attention was, how- 
ever, directed from his own thoughts by 
the new and terrible situation in which he 
was soon placed. 

The pleasant weather continued until 
they had been some weeks at sea. But it 
at length began to change, for the season’ 
of storms was approaching, A Jeaden-col- 
ored gloom overspread the sky. The wind. 
was continually shifting to every point of 
the compass.- The sky became still more 
dark and threatening, and the wind increas-. 
ed until it blew a gale. Albert now for 
the first time saw the terrific spectacle of a 
storm at sea. He looked abroad-upon the 
vast expanse of waters, with iff waves now 
mountainsshigh, and trembled lest the frail 


peared to him so stately and substantial, 
should be unable to withstand the dreadful, 
shocks which she was constantly receiving. 
That-noble ship seemed now to:him like’a 
Aaére speck of matter ready at any moment 


to be plunged beneath the foaming waters. 


the perils of the vasty deep. But he soon. 
became calm after breathing a prayer to 
the All-wise, and felt perfectly resigned té* 
whatever that Being wh# doeth all things. 
well, should have in ste for him. : 

The storm increased, and the passengers, | 
many of them,. were in despair. Albert 
hastened from’one to the other, endeavor+ 
ing to reassure them, and inculcating calm- 
ness and self-possession as their only hope | 
of. safety in a time of danger, as, if they 
gave way to their fears, they could neither 
assist themselves or others, if called upon 
to. do thus. 

’ Words are inadequate to describe the 
scene on board. Some of the passengers 
were pale and silent with horror. Others 
who had never bowed the knee in .prayer 
before now, earnestly supplicated the Al- 
mighty to protect and save them,—whilst 
others seemdd perfectly restless, and pour- 
ed forth oath after oath, as if to dare the 
God of the tempest. One mother clasped 
her infant to her breast, and calmly await- 
ed the event; -castine now and then her 


_turns at the pumps. 


>= 


ing down upon them. 
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es above, and moving her lips as if, ad- 
dressing Him who never turns a deaf ear to 
the humble, earnest prayer of faith. An- 
other sat looking upon the roaring waters, 


his homeward way, determined to mark out; repeating those beautiful words” of Mrs. 
for himself, a path in life which should in-\ Hemans: /4 
duce the loved one, if she were still free, “ What hidest thou in thy treasure-caves and Célls, 


Thou hollow-sounding and mysterious main ? 
Pale glistening pearls, and rainbow colored shells, 
Bright things which gleam unreck’d of, and in yain! 
Keep, keep thy riches, melancholy sea, 
We ask not such from thee !”’ 


There was something so touching in this 


last occurrence, as to call tears from the. 


eyes of Albert. There sat that pale-faced 
girl as calm.and resigned as if in her own 
far-distant home, and in her own quiet par- 
lor. She knew that she could not, at the 
longest, live but a few short months, for 
consumption had marked her for its-victim, 
She had visited sunny Italy at the urgent 
solicitations of her father and friends, to 
whom she was very dear; as they hoped 
and trusted the voyage and sojourn in that 
fair land would “cause the roses to bloom 
again upon her cheek. But she knew net 
was no hepe$ yet to gratify her fond fa- 
ther, she had.complied_ with -bis Wishes + 
and, after lingering a few months among 
scenes interesting to all, and, instead of 
being benefited, becoming weaker day after 
day, she had begged to be allowed to return 
to her own loved land, and: die with her 
friends around ‘her. And this was her 
homeward voyage,—and though the storm 
raged around her, and consternation was 
depicted upon every face, still she was calm, 
for her trust was in God. She called Al- 
bert to her, and begged him to assist her 
father all in his power if the worst came; 
as, said she, “ He is infirm, and will, I fear, 
be unable to assist himself much. As for 
me, the life of a brave man must not be 
endangered for one who at the longest, can 
linger but a short time on earth.” 

Albert promised to do every thing in his 
power, to comply with her wishes. He 
could say no more, for he was called to’ an- 
other part of the ship by the renewed la- 
mentations of the passengers, who had just 
discovered that the vessel had sprung a- 
leak. All, now, who were able, took their 
Waves at intervals 
began to sweep the whole length of the 
ship. At these times the consternation and 
despair depicted upon every countenance, 
was dreadful to behold. Words fail to at- 
tempt a description of the gloom which 
was visible upon almost every face, as the 
darkness*of night settled over them. The 
ship survived that night of terror, and the 
passengers and crew were permitted once 
more to behold the dawn of; morning. This 
light, however, only served to show the 


| the imminent danger in which they wer 


placed, and that the ship must soon be in 

evitably wrecked. It was now discovered 
that in the darkness of that terrible night, 
a number of the passengers, and three of 
the crew had been swept overboard. The 
boats were stove or lost, and although the 
storm was over, there seemed no possible 
means of rescue from the fate which await- 
ed those on board the ship, as it was im- 
‘possible, with all their efforts, to keep her 
clear of water. But just as passengers and 
crew were giving up to what seemed iney- 
itable, a sail was espied far off in the dis- 
tance. Now every arm was strengthened 
with hope. Every eye grew bright with 
the. expectation of coming relief. Signals 
of distress were hoisted, guns were fired, 
and every thing that could be done, was at 
once resorted to, to attract the attention of 
the distant vessel, Yet she kept on her 
way, apparently unheeding,. because un- 


_ knowing of, the dangers and perils of those 


on board the wreck of what had been the 
good ship Dolphin. ’ 

Again they were in despair. But their 
joy was great indeed when they saw that 
they were discovered, as they now rode 
upon a mountain wave, for the friendly ves- 
sel had changed her course, and was bear- 
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